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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2025 of Cardigan Town Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of 
the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public 
Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General 
for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Unqualified 

On the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give 
cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this 
Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Members allowances 

The council has paid the mayor £3,200 in allowances during the financial year. This 
exceeds the maximum payable under the members allowances determinations 
issued by the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales.  

We recommend that the Council reviews the payments made and how such 
payments are made up to ensure that it does not breach the maximum limits set in 
the Determinations.  

Approval of payments 

The Council’s proper arrangements for making payments require that all payments 
are approved by the Council. My audit identified a material payment that does not 
appear to have been approved in a Council meeting. 

We recommend that the Council reviews its internal control arrangements to ensure 
that its proper procedures are followed at all times. 
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Insufficient reporting of conflicts of interest 

There is no evidence in the minutes of a councillor leaving the meeting when a grant 
was awarded to a recipient in which the councillor had an interest.  

We recommend that the council makes sure to record the presence or absence of 
members when interests that they have declared are discussed, especially in relation 
to grants and payments made.  

Processing of cash income 

We have noted that for the cash income that we have tested, there was no evidence 
of the cash being collected and verified by two individuals for cash management 
purposes.  

Though full receipts were provided, we recommend that the council ensures that 
cash handling measures, including cash collection and verification being carried out 
by two individuals, are in place to ensure the security of the council’s cash receipts.  

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 28/01/2026 
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